
 

 

The Practice of QSLing 
 
QSL today means a Confirmation of a ham radio station’s contact or QSO with another 
station. For example, when KA2F contacts WA1PCY via JT-65 and Moon Bounce, both 
stations will want Proof  or Confirmation of the QSO, that is, a QSL. 
 
Every QSL should include  
call signs of both stations      KA2F  and   WA1PCY 
date of contact                       14-12-25  or 25 December 2014 (Day-Month-Year) 
UTC time of contact              21:21 
band or frequency                 17 m. 
mode used          2-way JT-65 
signal report         5-9-9 
name and location of the station operator  
 

 
 
 
Methods of QSLing 
Proof of contact can take several forms. 
 
*  A hand-written letter or a “penny-post-card” is sufficient proof, as long as all the 

needed information is included. An email generally is not acceptable, although a fax 
or letter scanned and attached to an email may be. Years ago when I was striving for 
5BWAS I even took an ordinary blank post card, addressed it to myself, and typed 
out on the back all the QSO information and included a blank space for the ham’s 
signature. Everyone of the 30-40 I mailed out were returned, although one arrived six 
years late. Most hams keep on hand a supply of professionally printed QSL cards, 
although home-brewed cards are occasionally found. These can be sent to the other 
station via a QSL Bureau (“buro,” for short) or mailed directly. 

 



 

 

 
 
* The ARRL maintains a host of QSL Bureau volunteers at its headquarters who sort 

through all QSL cards received, placing cards for a particular DX location (for 
example, Wales, Israel or Fiji) in a bin. In time these are bulk mailed to a 
corresponding QSL bureau in the DX location, where the cards are sorted by call 
sign and mailed to the station operator. Here in New Jersey DXers will subscribe to 
the services of the NJDXA or North Jersey DX Association with a few dollars 
donation. Once a station, for example, W2GSA has accumulated several DX QSL 
cards they are mailed out with a notation of how much mailing credit remains for 
future use. All W2, K2, A2, and N2 stations, even if they live in other states, can use 
this service. Buro service can take as much as six months to two years before you 
receive a desired card. An ARRL member ham can collect his outgoing QSL cards 
until he has about a dozen and mail them to ARRL with proof of membership (QST 
mailing label will do). A GSARA member can give his cards and label to the 
Outgoing QSL Manager (WA1FFT) who will mail them and others at club expense. 

 
* Usually QSL cards may be mailed directly to the other stations. Use QRZ.com to 

get the station operator’s name and address. Read in the “biography” and “details” 
any special instructions for QSLing. Some will have a QSL Manager whose name 
and address can be looked up in QRZ.com. Some will refer you to LotW which is 
Log Book of the World. Some use eQSL.cc.  Others may use ClubLog.org or 
M0OXO.com, both of which are computerized QSL services which mail out cards 
after a charge is collected via Paypal.com or send cards to the bureaux free of 
charge. 

 
* Direct Mailing of QSL cards requires the sender to cover the return postage fees. 

For cards going to United States hams or managers, one encloses a SASE or Self 
Addressed Stamped Envelope, along with a QSL card, inside a number 10 envelope. 
For cards going to hams or managers outside the U.S. one usually encloses $2.00 
(called “Green Stamps”) to cover return postage fees. IRCs (International Reply 
Coupons) and foreign country stamps are not accepted. It is important to add “USA”  



 

 

 
 

to your U.S. address on the SAE (Self Addressed Envelope). Cards arriving to a DX 
ham or manager without postage payment or SAE will usually be routed through the 
bureaux. Be sure to sign you QSL card. There is a danger in sending cash through the 
mail since postal workers in some DX lands are not always trustworthy. One should 
never add a call sign (yours or his) to an envelope (even the SAE) but should try to 
make it appear as a business letter, if possible. Some seal the business-sized envelope or 
5x7 brown manila envelope with clear packing tape. There are, however, many DX 
lands with honest postal workers, such as in western Europe, Canada, Australia, 
Oceania, Israel, etc. Using Log Book of the World, ClubLog, eQSL, and Managers 
avoids this security problem 
 
* Log Book of the World or LotW is run by the ARRL for the world-wide amateur 

radio community. More and more stations are using this electronic QSL service each 
day. Google “ARRL LotW” to learn how to register with this service. A ham uses his 
call sign and special password to enter LotW where he can check on his “Awards,” 
“Recent QSLs” and “Recent QSOs.”  In order to upload your QSOs into LotW you 
would most often use a logging program, such as N3FJP’s ACLog or Amateur 
Contact Log. Once your QSOs have been entered into LotW, its computer looks 
through entries from all other users looking for a “match” of Call Sign, Date, Time 
(+/- 30 minutes), Band, and Mode. When a QSL is found, this info is sent to your 
logging program and to your account in LotW. Many new users of LotW enter QSO 
data from their earliest paper logs, often with surprising results. Some hams enter 
data into their logging program and upload it to LotW daily; others do it on a weekly 
or even monthly basis. Contesters and Dxpeditioners often first down load  QSO data 
to ClubLog and then LotW later. Payment for LotW comes to ARRL when a ham 
wants to apply his credited QSOs for an award, such as DXCC or WAS, when a 
modest per QSO fee is charged. One can combine LotW QSLs with traditional paper 
QSL cards in applying for all ARRL Awards. Cards can be sent to ARRL HQ for 
checking and return via the USPS--a 99.99% safe procedure. Better is to take your 
organized cards to a local ARRL Card Checker, such as KA2F in Monmouth 
County, N.J. Google “ARRL Card Checkers” to find those nearest you. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
* eQSL.cc is a widely used service, providing proof of QSOs without the need for 

mailings, although one can print out a copy of a QSL card and mail it. This QSL 
service can be used for CQ Awards (such as WAZ or Worked All Zones) as well as 
eQSL Awards; however, it is not recognized by ARRL for its Awards. eQSLs can be 
combined with paper QSL cards for CQ Awards.  One must register with eQSL to 
use the service. Many logging programs, like ACLog, make uploading QSOs easy. 

 



 

 

 
 

* ClubLog.org combines electronic QSO logging and matching with QSL card 
mailing. Many DXpeditions and contesters use this easy service. One has to register 
(free of charge) to use the service which most hams use only for getting desired QSL 
cards. First one searches the long list of stations with QSOs on file; clicking on the 
call sign brings up a window where you enter your call sign to see if there is a 
recognized match. If there is, you are asked if you want a QSL card for the QSO(s). 
You fill out data from your record of the contact(s), press a button and a window 
opens so you  
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can pay a set price for the postage to mail you the desired card(s). One must be 
registered with Paypal.com., which is easy to do, with a link to your credit card and 
with a user name (your call sign) and password. You can donate extra to support the 
DXpedition or the individual operator, only if you want. The card is printed 
electronically in some unknown location and mailed to you. The process takes about a 
week to ten days, and is quite reliable. M0OXO.com QSL service works much the same 
way. 
 



 

 

* QSL Managers perform a variable service both sides of the DX QSO. Managers are 
hams who volunteer, advertising their services to the DX world, to handle the chore 
of QSLing for a number of DX stations. The manager receives electronic or paper 
logs from a station, for example, CO8LY, in Cuba, who mentions his manager 
EA7ADH in his QRZ.com page. When EA7ADH in Spain receives a QSL card 
requesting a QSL from CO8LY, he checks the log to verify the data and then fills out 
CO8LY’s card by hand or attaches a computer printed label. He changes the “green 
stamps” for Spanish postage stamps and mails the card in an envelope to the 
requesting station. (It’s a courtesy to add an extra “green stamp” to cover incidental 
costs of the manager, although there is no obligation to do this.) 

 

 
 
* One other DXing Tool besides those already mentioned above is a DX spotting 

website. The one here recommended is SN6AW.net, because it is free (although a 
donation is proper and accepted--via paypal), because it functions very reliably and 
is easy to use, after free registration. It has filters for Bands, Modes and Continents. 
You sign on, with your call sign and password. This is ideal if one is searching for 
Alaska (NA or North America), on 40 meters, in Digital Mode (RTTY, PSK31, 
PSK63, JT65, SSTV, etc.). By taking note of the call sign doing the “spotting” or 
listing, one can get an idea if a desired station likely can be worked from NJ or some 
other location. Useful comments are often added, such as, “UP 1.8” or “worked at 
28.029” or “good op” or “gud ears,” to make your calling easier. Also the Azimuth 
setting for your movable antenna is listed for each station. One can click on a 
station’s call sign to go directly to his QRZ.com page. Pay attention to the UTC time 
of the listing so you pursue only stations recently posted. 

 
 



 

 

 


